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foot of the way for crevasses. The last period of the climb was like " an 
evil dream" — a desperate combat with wind, ice-mist, and deadly cold. 
Half blind and in momentary danger of freezing, Browne, Parker, and 
La Voy were forced to turn back at the beginning of an easy incline across 
which, under favorable weather conditions, they could have walked in 
five minutes to the absolute summit. 

Throughout the narrative the author takes his readers unreservedly into 
the spirit of the enterprise — its exultations and disappointments. One 
is made to understand the naiive joy of the explorers in the discovery of 
"pemmican pudding," as well as the elation inspired by the tremendous 
views that rewarded some of their hardest efforts. The story is always 
adequately colorful and at the same time obviously honest in every de- 
tail — never so suffused with " literary " atmosphere as to lose the effect 
of rugged actuality. In substance, The Conquest of Mount McKinley is 
an epic of American mountain-climbing, in which every-day cheerfulness 
and courage take the place of poetic fervor, while the perils encountered 
are no less impressive than that of Odysseus when the Cyclops hurled 
half a hilltop at his little boat. 



The Kise of the American People. By Roland Greene Usher. 
New York: The Century Company, 1914. 

Mr. Usher's book about the meaning of American history is extremely 
compact, readable, and enlightening — a book of the soundly and broadly 
instructive kind which is precisely suited to the needs of the thoughtful 
general reader who prizes intellectual grasp and lucidity above the nig- 
gling details of specialized learning. Now and then one finds a treatise 
upon a subject of common and vital interest — such a treatise as President 
Lowell's book on Public Opinion — which seems fitted to fulfil for pop- 
ular culture as large a part as has been performed in the special sciences 
by certain notable text-books. But the genus is rare. To this class, how- 
ever, The Rise of the American People may be, without much hesitation, 
assigned. Through it runs a genuine nexus of ideas; it supplies a true, 
and not merely a formal, framework, useful alike in unifying and in in- 
terpreting the more or less chaotic mass of facts which make up the sub- 
stance of our history. 

Mr. Usher's true theme is the process through which American nation- 
ality was born. His main thesis is that the real birth of nationality did 
not occur until the Civil War. " The ' creation ' of a new nation in this 
particular instance," he writes, "consisted in the achieving by the ma- 
jority of a consciousness of facts and tendencies that had always been true. 
As a child takes form in its mother's womb and exists before it makes its 
entry into the world, so a nation grows, all unconscious of its own ex- 
istence; and, as with the child, we date its life from the first moment of 
consciousness." Thus while, in conformity with the modern historic 
method, economic causes are regarded as fundamental, the book is saved 
from being a mere economic treatise because the psychological, the spirit- 
ual factor is always reckoned in. 

In discussing the periods of settlement and of colonial growth, stress 
is clearly laid upon the economic and geographical elements, although 
other forces are not ignored. A brief chapter suffices to sum up the 
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causes of Spanish and French failures. It is 'the control of the Atlantic 
acquired by England in 1588 that really made possible the genesis of the 
United States. Emigration to the English colonies was the result not 
merely of religious beliefs, but more largely of economic forces which 
made people willing to come. The Pilgrims left Holland "not because 
they could not worship there as they pleased, but because they found it 
hard to make a living, saw their children losing their English speech 
and habits, and feared that a renewal of the war with Spain might ac- 
tually put their lives in danger." The permanence and growth of the 
English colonies are explained as due primarily to the geographical ad- 
vantages of the Atlantic coast, to the absence of powerful Indian tribes, 
and to the existence of maize, tobacco, fish, and furs. In the continued 
economic growth of the colonies is found the most fundamental cause of 
the Revolution — this, taken in connection with the early acquired ability 
of the colonists to govern themselves, and their generally successful policy, 
adopted from the beginning, of resistance to English interference, places 
the war in its true perspective. The effects of such conditions as the de- 
pendence of the colonies upon Europe through trade with the "West Indies, 
and the existence of a creditor and a debtor class, are clearly traced down 
to a late period. In general, Mr. Usher's discussion is sufficiently full to 
give large and substantial meaning to his rather impressive summing-up 
sentences. The reader is made to feel all that is implied in the remark that 
" the Declaration of Independence was in very truth merely the statement 
of an existing political and constitutional fact," or in the conclusion that 
the real issues of the Revolution were " not constitutional, but economic and 
administrative, and concerned not law, but expediency." That the resist- 
ance to English demands was neither national nor spontaneous; that the 
Revolutionary movement derived great strength from the adhesion of the 
" debtor party " ; that the war was not won by superior force or general- 
ship; that during and immediately after the Revolution the colonies grew 
in wealth and population; that the Constitution was based upon an actu- 
ally existing equality of condition — these are some of the more striking 
of those conclusions which the author regards as the essential and element- 
ary " facts " in history. As the narrative proceeds attention is drawn 
to the gradual growth of national spirit. In 1830 we see the nation be- 
ginning subconsciously to "try to think, act, and believe." From this 
point onward nationality rather than the absence of it becomes the key- 
note of the story. In dealing with the period of sectional divergence, with 
the Civil War, with the Reconstruction issue, and in his final chapter upon 
national problems, Mr. Usher succeeds in giving sharp outline to essential 
truths. His imaginative grasp of ethical and social, as well as economic, 
causes makes his work the truer historically and the more edifying from 
the standpoint of intelligent patriotism. 



Democracy and Race Friction. By John Mopfatt Mecklin, Ph.D. 
New York: The Macmillan Company, 1914. 

Dr. Mecklin's careful study of the relation of the negro to American 
civilization, though broadly philosophical in its point of view and scien- 
tific in its scope and language even to the point of over-elaboration, adds, 
on the whole, but little to the common stock of ideas regarding the 



